
Second Sunday of Advent  2 (12/5/21) 

 Perhaps the reason that some people don’t hold a true faith and belief in Jesus is that He 

does not match their expectations.  We humans have this curious tendency to expect that God 

will act and I would act if I were God - that if Jesus is displaying His power, it will be as I have 

asked Him or as I would do if I were in His shoes.  The faithless use these inconsistencies as 

flimsy and ineffective proofs against the existence and power of God.  Such statements saying 

that “if there was a God He would not allow X,” or “if God is all powerful, how come people get 

sick,” “If God really loved us then little children wouldn’t ever get hurt and die.”  All of these 

are, again, shallow pondering on why God is not more like us - why God doesn’t do things the 

way we would do them.  Our own expectations and, frankly, criticism of God, leads not only to 

the reduction in faith, but also a barrier to truly understanding who God is and the vast and 

inexhaustible wisdom of God. 

 This was also the case in Jesus’ day.  Individual’s expectations for who the Messiah 

would be, how he would do things, what people would feel his wrath - all of this colored 

people’s expectations.  Just like someone may not see the wisdom in God allowing free will (and 

with it the possibility that humans would misuse that free will hurt others), just like people may 

have in their head already a picture of who God is (and ignore the presence of God in front of 

them that does not match this) - so too the people of Jesus’ day were having trouble recognizing, 

partly because of their own expectations.  John’s question to Jesus: Art thou He that art to come, 

or look we for another? Betrays John’s own uncertainty.  Some think that he may be wondering 

if he got it right when he pointed out Jesus.  As if the voice from the heavens affirming Jesus’ 

sonship was not enough, Jesus sends a message back detailing his miracles.  He is saying “John 

don;t you see the hand of God?  John don’t be tied to your expectations, God acts sometimes in 

ways that are more subtle than we expect.  Think thorough the history of the people - didn’t God 

at times do things that people did not understand at the time?  Don’t you have faith in the power 

of a God that is far wiser than you, who through methods that don’t make sense to humans can 

achieve great things?” 

 These same questions may be posed to us.  By the power of God displayed in signs and 

wonders Jesus showed his presence then.  By signs and powers and wonders He continues to do 



so.  We must be alert to see these things as subtle as they may be, as counterintuitive to us as they 

may be.  Questioning God is not our place.  Our simple faith, our simple following of the Lord 

despite doubts is the key.  Just like John sought to be reassured by Jesus, so too, we can seek to 

be reassured.  Just as John and his followers had to suspend expectations, so do we.  St. Paul tells 

us that God’s wisdom is folly to humans - but it is the superior wisdom. 

 Amid a world that proposes to judge God, amid a world that believes it can impose 

standards by which God must submit to be validated - we the faithful can not be swayed.  As 

God tests our faith by acting in ways that we don’t expect and at times we don’t expect, we can 

grow by perseverance in that faith.  As we approach the sacred alter to receive the precious Body 

and Blood of our savior we can say “who but a God of unbelievable power could reform such a 

miracle”?   “Who but a God of sublime wisdom would provide such a wonder by which we can 

be more closely united to His Body”?  “Who but a God of great love would extend the second 

person of the Blessed Trinity into time and space by taking on flesh, to die for us, and then to 

provide that same flesh as the bridge to heaven”?   

 Art thou He that art to come, or look we for another?  My friends, too many people look 

for another.  Too many people abandon faith when God does not meet their expectations and look 

for another.  But … there is no other.  No other name by which we can be saved, only one Lord 

and one God … as St. Peter will say Lord, to whom shall we go, you have the words of 

everlasting life?  We prepare in Advent to receive God in the form of a little baby - not what the 

world would expect of the supreme and most powerful being who exists - but such is God’s 

subtlety.  We receive not a powerful infusion of visible and audible power from this alter, but 

rather the undetectable presence of God in the Eucharist - such is God’s wisdom.  This is the 

faith in God to which we hold firm.  Let us all have the courage in that faith to say with St. Paul: 

Therefore will I confess to the, O Lord, among the Gentiles, and will sing to Thy name … I will 

tell of the truths of your wisdom and presence to a world of unbelief.  For we know that the one 

who made the promise is faithful.


